
1 

When and How to Get Vaccinated 

On Wednesday, January 13, Pima County Health Department personnel, Dr. Francisco García, 

Chief Medical Officer, and Dr. Theresa Cullen, Director of Public Heath, hosted a press 

conference about Covd-19 vaccine distribution. Locally, the Green Valley Council (GVC) hosted a 

meeting to establish a task force in Green Valley. The following is a summary of key points from 

those events: 

When the vaccine first became available in mid-December, Pima County was challenged on all 

three fronts: 

 Supply

 Administration (registration, appointments)

 Distribution

Distribution issues have since been resolved. Both doctors report complete confidence that 

despite Dr. Garcia’s characterization of “building the airplane as we’re flying,” distribution 
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capacity will exceed supply by the first of February. New Points of Dispensing (PODS) are 

opening in Tucson, starting Friday, January 15.  

See the tentative plan for Phase 1B, HERE. 

The County is currently scouting locations in Green Valley for vaccine distribution and 

expects to have at least one location in place by early February. We can expect a hospital 

or clinic based point of distribution to be established first, then for pharmacies to be 

supplied. The Santa Cruz Valley Regional Hospital is awaiting appropriate freezers for 

vaccine storage, and is pursuing authorization to operate as a POD. 

The GVC will be the point of contact with the Pima County Health Department. The 

President of GVC, Debbie Kenyon, will keep GVR informed with verified information, so 

we can keep members informed. 

Folks over age 75 are encouraged to seek their vaccine at a hospital or clinic-based site 

so that medical help is at hand in the very unlikely event of a serious adverse reaction. As 

of today, nearly 32,000 doses have been administered in Pima County without any 

adverse reactions reported. However, such reactions are more common in the 75+ 

population. 

Current drive-through vaccine locations include a post-jab waiting area. Individuals with 

no history of serious allergic reactions are directed to pull forward to a designated area 

and wait 15 minutes. Individuals with a history of serious allergic reactions are directed 

to wait 30 minutes before heading home. Anyone experiencing problems alerts medical 

staff by honking their horn. 

The CDC and Arizona Department of Health Services have recently recommended that 

those 65 and older be prioritized for vaccine, but each Arizona county determines how to 

distribute their supply of vaccine. Because the supply is far lower than demand at this 

time, the 65-75 age group will not be added to phase 1B in Pima County at this time. If 

the vaccine supply increases, the 65+ group will likely be added to 1B.  

Dr. García reminds those who are anxious to receive their vaccine that the vaccine is not 

a silver bullet on an individual basis. Existing precautions must continue until the 

majority of the community is vaccinated. 

Administrative hurdles are being cleared, though some are expected to remain. The Pima 

County vaccine registration page is now live, a phone line will be staffed by Pima County 

librarians who will assist folks who do not have access to the internet.  

Registration is followed by an email to the registrant, providing a link where an 

appointment can be made. Pima County is still working on how to best tackle that 

https://webcms.pima.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_6/File/Health/COVID-19/Vaccine/1-12%20Pima%20County%20Tentative%20Plan%201B%20Vaccination%20Plan%2013Jan2021%20jeg%5b1%5d.pdf
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problem, but they are solving problems rapidly and expect to have this matter resolved 

soon. 

At the time of the press conference, they did not yet know if people who have already 

registered on the Arizona Department of Health Services site need to register again 

using the Pima County site. 

Residents who do not currently qualify (see phases graphic, above) are asked to NOT 

register in advance, both to ensure optimal performance of the site, and to reserve the 

meager supply of vaccine for those who are most at risk or are most essential to 

community health and safety. 

Snowbirds, students, and other temporary residents are eligible for vaccination in 

Pima County.  

Phase 1B qualifying individuals (see below) may register for appointments in Tucson 

starting now. Online registration is available at www.pima.gov/
covid19vaccineregistration. Folks who do not have access to a computer may call 

520-222-0119.  

PLEASE DO NOT OVERWHELM THE SYSTEMS. DO NOT CALL OR REGISTER ONLINE 

UNTIL YOUR PHASE IS INITIATED.  
Supply is the primary sticking point at this time. 

The Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) has projected that Pima County will 

receive about 12,000 doses per week for the next three weeks.  

The Pima County Health Department expects the fixed Tucson sites to be able to 

administer 12,000 doses per day, with 16,000 daily doses possible when semi-urban and 

rural sites are operational.  

It is hoped that the slow supply will improve in the coming weeks. 

The vaccine currently being supplied is the Moderna vaccine. 

_______________ 

For further details on the general Pima County Accelerated Vaccination Plan, click HERE. 

https://webcms.pima.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_6/File/Government/Administration/CHHmemosFor%20Web/2021/January/County%20Accelerated%20Immunization%20Plan.pdf
www.pima.gov/covid19vaccinesregistration

